ISSN : 2581-6306 doi : https://doi.org/10.32628/SHISRR]

Shodhshauryam, International Scientific Refereed Research Journal a

Available online at : www.shisrrj.com

© 2025 SHISRR] | Volume 8 | Issue 2 u

From Legends to Modernity : Exploring Anand Neelkanthan's Creative

Transformation of Ancient Myths into Contemporary Epics
Rashmi (Research Scholar), Dr. Sushil Kansal (Supervisor)
Department of English, Desh Bhagat University, Mandi Gobindgarh, Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib, Panjab, India

Article Info
Accepted : 01 April 2025
Published : 12 April 2025

Publication Issue :
March-April-2025

Volume 8, Issue 2

Page Number : 61-71

ABSTRACT : In the vast landscape of contemporary literature, Anand
Neelkanthan stands out for his distinctive approach to mythological fiction,
where he breathes new life into ancient myths, making them relevant for
the modern reader. His works, characterized by deep research and creative
storytelling, reimagine traditional narratives often confined to cultural and
religious texts, presenting them in a context that resonates with today's
global audience. Through his novels, Neelkanthan explores themes such as
power, morality, and identity, weaving complex characters and intricate
plots that mirror modern societal issues. This paper examines how
Neelkanthan’s recontextualization of myths serves not only as a bridge
between the past and the present but also as a medium for critical reflection
on contemporary dilemmas. By transforming iconic characters and age-old
tales into relatable stories, he challenges readers to reconsider the meanings
and implications of these myths within a modern framework. The analysis
aims to highlight Neelkanthan’s role in the cultural preservation and
transformation of mythology, asserting that his contribution goes beyond
entertainment, acting as a catalyst for cultural introspection and
understanding. Moreover, Neelkanthan’s narratives are not just simple
retellings but are imbued with critical perspectives that question established
norms and ideologies. His unique narrative strategy includes flipping
perspectives, where antagonists might be portrayed as protagonists, thereby
inviting readers to view well-known stories through a different lens. This
technique not only revitalizes ancient texts but also encourages a dialogue
about morality, ethics, and the human condition in a contemporary setting.
Additionally, Neelkanthan integrates local color and historical context into
his stories, enriching the reader's experience and deepening the narrative's
connection to both its origins and its modern interpretations. The research
also delves into how these mythological reinterpretations influence

contemporary Indian identity and contribute to a broader cultural discourse
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about heritage and modernity. By examining specific examples from

Neelkanthan’s works, this paper aims to showcase how mythology can be a

dynamic tool for cultural education and societal reflection, adapting ancient

wisdom to modern times and promoting a deeper understanding of both.

Keywords : Contemporary Era, Cultural Transformation, Morality, Ethics,

Human Condition.

1. Introduction:

The enduring allure of mythology lies in its timeless
ability to reflect and shape the human experience.
Anand

Neelkanthan emerges as a pivotal figure whose

In the contemporary literary arena,

works adeptly bridge the ancient with the

contemporary, reinventing classical myths for
modern audiences. His novels delve into the heart
of old stories, extracting and reshaping their
essences to reflect and address today's complex
cultural and ethical landscapes. This paper sets out
to explore Neelkanthan’s innovative
reinterpretation of mythological narratives, focusing
on how he transforms these age-old tales to resonate
with contemporary themes of identity, power, and
morality. By integrating traditional mythological
frameworks with modern contexts, Neelkanthan
not only preserves these stories but also redefines
their relevance, offering new perspectives and
insights that challenge conventional interpretations
and provoke thoughtful reflection among modern
readers. This introductory analysis will lay the
groundwork for understanding Neelkanthan's

unique contribution to the literary world,
highlighting his role in the cultural recalibration of
mythology and its significance in shaping and
reflecting current social narratives.

Neelkanthan’s approach is particularly distinctive
for its emphasis on narrative inversion and
character depth, where traditional villains are often
portrayed as complex figures with motivations that

resonate with modern sensibilities. This method not

only revitalizes well-known stories but also
introduces a nuanced examination of morality that
challenges readers to reassess their preconceived
notions about mythological figures. Furthermore,
Neelkanthan’s work is infused with a rich tapestry
of cultural details that enhance the authenticity of
his settings and imbue his tales with a vivid sense of
place and time. This attention to cultural specificity
not only enriches the reader's experience but also
serves as a critical commentary on historical and
Through his

Neelkanthan engages with a broad spectrum of

contemporary issues. writings,

themes, from the struggles of marginalized
communities to the dynamics of power and
resistance, making his reinterpretations particularly
relevant in today's globalized world. As this paper
unfolds, it will explore how Neelkanthan’s
reinterpretation of myths serves as a medium for
cultural dialogue, enabling a rediscovery of heritage
while  simultaneously = fostering a  critical
understanding of the universal and enduring nature
of human conflicts and resolutions.

Anand Neelkanthan’s literary oeuvre stands as a
testament to the dynamic nature of mythology—
how it evolves across time, societies, and cultural
interpretations. His works do not merely recount
age-old epics; rather, they serve as a means of
challenging and deconstructing dominant narratives
that have shaped collective consciousness for
centuries. By shifting perspectives and offering
counter-narratives, Neelkanthan dismantles the

conventional black-and-white moral structures
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often associated with mythology, presenting instead
a more humanized and multifaceted portrayal of
characters. His storytelling brings forth the voices of
those traditionally cast as antagonists or secondary
figures, allowing the reader to engage with
mythology from fresh, often radical viewpoints.
Through novels such as Asura: 7ale of the
Vanquished, Ajaya: Roll of the Dice, and Ajaya: Rise
of Kali, he redefines characters like Ravana and
Duryodhana, not as outright villains but as
individuals shaped by socio-political circumstances,
personal convictions, and existential struggles. In
doing so, he offers a deeper, more complex
exploration of dharma, fate, and power dynamics—
concepts that remain relevant in contemporary
sociopolitical discourse.

Moreover, Neelkanthan’s mythological
reinterpretations are not just literary exercises in
revisionism; they are conscious efforts to bring forth
a new way of engaging with ancient texts, making
them accessible and meaningful in today’s world.
His works align with the growing trend of
mythological retellings in Indian literature, a
movement that seeks to reclaim, reinterpret, and
repurpose mythology in ways that speak to
contemporary concerns. Through the lens of his
narratives, readers find parallels between the
challenges faced by mythological characters and
those encountered in modern-day society, whether
it be political turmoil, social stratification, or the
ever-evolving discourse on justice and morality. His
novels challenge the rigid, often idealized portrayals
of figures like Rama, Krishna, and the Pandavas,
instead presenting a world that is morally
ambiguous, deeply human, and fraught with the
complexities of choice and consequence.

A key aspect of Neelkanthan’s writing is his
meticulous research and ability to weave historical,
cultural, into his

and philosophical insights

narratives. By drawing from alternative sources,
including regional folklore, Jain and Buddhist
of the

Ramayana and Mahabharata, he creates a layered

traditions, and lesser-known versions
and multidimensional literary experience. This
approach not only enriches the storytelling but also
challenges the dominance of singular, homogenized
narratives that have been passed down through
generations. His reinterpretations question whose
stories are being told, whose perspectives are
validated, and who gets to define history—a theme
that resonates deeply in today’s global discourse on
representation, identity, and historical truth.

Neelkanthan’s infuse

Furthermore, ability to

mythology with modern sensibilities extends
beyond his novels into visual storytelling, as seen in
his contributions to television adaptations and
literature,

screenplays. This intersection of

mythology, and multimedia representation
amplifies his impact, making his reinterpretations
more widely accessible. His works, in many ways,
consumed in

redefine how mythology is

contemporary India—mnot just as sacred lore
confined to religious or literary circles but as an
evolving, interactive dialogue that continues to
shape cultural narratives. His writing has
contributed significantly to the way mythology is
understood today, particularly among younger
generations who engage with these stories in
diverse formats beyond traditional texts.

This study aims to examine Neelkanthan’s
mythological reinterpretations in depth, focusing on
the themes, narrative structures, and socio-political
commentaries embedded in his works. It will
explore how his novels function as both cultural
critiques and creative reimaginings, analyzing their
significance in the broader landscape of
contemporary Indian literature. By tracing the ways

in which Neelkanthan reinvents classical myths,
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this study seeks to highlight the enduring relevance
of mythology and its powerful role in shaping
modern identities, perspectives, and debates. His
ability to infuse ancient stories with new life
underscores the fluidity of mythology, proving that
these narratives are not relics of the past but living,
breathing entities that continue to evolve with
society."

This study provides a comprehensive foundation for
your paper, situating Anand Neelkanthan’s work
within the larger context of literary reinterpretation,
cultural discourse, and contemporary relevance. It
also sets the stage for a deeper analysis of how his
retellings contribute to the ongoing evolution of

mythological storytelling.

2. Anand Neelkanthan: Creative Transformation of
Ancient tales to Modern Fabric

Anand Neelkanthan is a master of mythological
reinterpretation, seamlessly blending the grandeur
of ancient Indian epics with contemporary themes
to make them accessible, relevant, and thought-
provoking for modern readers. His works do not
merely retell stories; rather,

age-old they

deconstruct, reimagine, and reconstruct these
narratives, offering fresh perspectives on characters,
events, and philosophical dilemmas. By moving
beyond traditional interpretations and challenging
the dominant narratives of history and mythology,
Neelkanthan breathes new life into classical tales,
them resonate with

making contemporary

sensibilities. = His  storytelling technique is
characterized by a unique fusion of historical
authenticity, cultural richness, and psychological
depth, allowing him to weave an intricate tapestry
where mythology serves as both a mirror to the past
and a commentary on the present.

A significant aspect of Neelkanthan’s creative

transformation lies in his ability to humanize

characters who have long been painted in stark
black-and-white

mythology is not bound by religious or ideological

morality. His approach to
dogma but is instead driven by an exploration of

human emotions, motivations, and the socio-
political contexts that shape individual choices. In
this way, he dismantles the rigid binaries of good
and evil, hero and villain, dharma and adharma,
replacing them with more nuanced,
multidimensional portrayals that invite readers to
question preconceived notions. His works shift the
focus from glorified heroes to the perspectives of
the defeated, the

marginalized—offering a voice to those often

misunderstood, and the

overlooked in mainstream retellings. By doing so,

he challenges the traditional hegemony of

mythological narratives and makes space for
alternative histories that are just as compelling and
significant.

Another key feature of Neelkanthan’s storytelling is
his use of historical research and regional folklore to
enrich his reinterpretations. His narratives are
deeply rooted in cultural and textual authenticity,
drawing from a variety of sources, including lesser-
known versions of the Ramayana and Mahabharata,
folk traditions, Jain and Buddhist perspectives, and
local oral storytelling traditions. This multi-layered
approach allows him to create mythological
narratives that feel fresh yet authentic, timeless yet
contemporary. His works demonstrate how
mythology is not a static entity but a living tradition
that evolves with time, reflecting the values,
aspirations, and conflicts of the societies that
preserve and reinterpret it.

Neelkanthan’s transformation of ancient tales also
extends to his thematic exploration of issues such as
power, governance, gender dynamics, and social
justice. By infusing mythology with contemporary

concerns, he makes these stories more than just
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literary relics—they become powerful tools for

reflection and discourse. His narratives often
explore the intersection of personal ambition and
societal expectation, the struggle for justice against
systemic oppression, and the complex interplay of
fate and free will. These themes, while deeply
embedded in

relevance in today’s world, making Neelkanthan’s

classical mythology, find new
reinterpretations both engaging and intellectually
stimulating.

Furthermore, his ability to translate mythology into
forms

multiple of media—including novels,

television  adaptations, and  screenplays—
demonstrates the fluidity and adaptability of ancient
narratives. By bringing mythology into new
storytelling formats, he broadens its reach, ensuring
that these stories continue to inspire and engage
diverse  audiences across generations. His
contribution to the evolution of mythological
retellings in contemporary Indian literature is not
just about preserving heritage but about making
mythology an evolving dialogue that continues to
shape cultural identity.

Through his creative transformation of ancient tales
into modern narratives, Anand Neelkanthan does
more than retell history—he redefines it. His works
serve as a bridge between the past and the present,
between tradition and innovation, demonstrating
that mythology is not a relic of the past but an ever-
evolving force that remains relevant in shaping

human thought, identity, and society.

3. Anand Neelkanthan Perspectives in the
Narratives related to Mythology Retextualized
Anand  Neelkanthan’s

distinguished by their ability to deconstruct and

literary = works are

retextualize ancient narratives,

mythological
offering alternative viewpoints that challenge

conventional interpretations. His approach is deeply

rooted in historical research, socio-political analysis,
and a commitment to presenting the voices of those
often overshadowed by dominant narratives.
Through a fresh recontextualization of mythology,
Neelkanthan’s storytelling reconstructs the past in a
way that makes it relevant to contemporary thought

and cultural discourse.

Deconstructing the Hero-Villain Dichotomy

One of the most striking features of Neelkanthan’s
mythology retextualization is his reexamination of
the rigid binary between heroes and villains.
Traditional Indian epics like the Ramayana and
Mahabharata often present their protagonists—
Rama, Krishna, or the Pandavas—as embodiments
of righteousness, while figures such as Ravana,
Duryodhana, or Shakuni are cast as antagonists.
Neelkanthan, however, challenges this simplistic
moral framework by delving into the psychology,
motivations, and lived experiences of the so-called
villains. His narrative retextualization reveals that
history is often written by the victors, leaving the

defeated with no opportunity to tell their side of the

story.
By placing Ravana, the Asura king, at the center of
Asura: Tale of the Vanguished, Neelkanthan

presents an alternative perspective on the
Ramayana, where Ravana is not merely a demon to
be slain but a ruler with aspirations, weaknesses,
and struggles. Similarly, his Ajaya series retells the
Mahabharata

portraying him not as a power-hungry tyrant but as

from Duryodhana’s perspective,

a misunderstood leader who challenged the
oppressive systems of his time. This shift in
perspective forces the reader to question the nature
of truth, justice, and morality, revealing that
mythology is not monolithic but a multifaceted
space where every character’s story is shaped by

their circumstances.
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Power and Social Structures in Mythological
Retellings

Neelkanthan’s narratives also focus on the complex
interplay between mythology and socio-political
structures. His stories critically examine how power
operates within ancient civilizations and how these
mythological structures continue to find echoes in
modern governance and social hierarchies. The
conflicts in the Ramayana and Mahabharata are
often not just about personal battles but about
political power, caste hierarchies, and economic
retextualization  of

control. Neelkanthan’s

mythology exposes the wunderlying political
dimensions of these epics, demonstrating how rulers
justified their conquests through moral or divine
authority.

For instance, his portrayal of Ravana in Asura
challenges the glorification of Rama’s conquest of
Lanka. By presenting the Lankan perspective, he
exposes the cultural and political undertones of war,
showing that one civilization’s triumph is often
another’s devastation. Similarly, in the Ajaya series,
he portrays the Kauravas as champions of social
reform, questioning the rigid caste divisions upheld
by the Pandavas. Neelkanthan’s storytelling thus
reframes mythology as a dynamic discourse on
power struggles rather than a mere tale of divine
justice, urging readers to see mythology as an
evolving reflection of societal structures rather than

a static set of moral guidelines.

The Role of Women in Mythology: Reimagining
Agency and Voice

A crucial aspect of Neelkanthan’s mythology
retextualization is his portrayal of female characters,
who are often sidelined in mainstream retellings.
Ancient epics tend to focus on the actions of male
heroes and kings, while women are depicted

primarily as dutiful wives, mothers, or victims of

fate. However, Neelkanthan challenges these
conventional roles by giving mythological women
greater depth, agency, and individual narratives that
extend beyond their relationships with male
protagonists.

Through characters like Sita, Kaikeyi, Gandhari,
and Hidimbi, he reconstructs traditional myths to
highlight their struggles, intellect, and resilience. In
Asura, Mandodari—the often-overlooked wife of
Ravana—is given a voice, portraying her as a
woman of wisdom and strength rather than merely
a tragic figure overshadowed by her husband’s
ambitions. Similarly, his portrayal of Draupadi in
acumen and

Ajaya emphasizes her political

suffering, shedding light on how patriarchal
structures used women as pawns in dynastic
conflicts. By retextualizing these narratives,
Neelkanthan allows female characters to emerge as
autonomous individuals with their own ambitions,
moral dilemmas, and influence over the unfolding

events.

The Humanization of Divine Figures

Another defining feature of Neelkanthan’s
reinterpretations is his humanization of divine
figures. While traditional mythology often portrays
gods and legendary heroes as flawless beings who
act as moral compasses, Neelkanthan’s works strip
away their divinity, making them more relatable
and vulnerable. His characters grapple with
personal flaws, insecurities, and ethical dilemmas,
allowing readers to connect with them on a deeper,
more human level.

In his

embodiment of virtue but a ruler struggling with

retellings, Rama is not merely the
duty and personal loss; Krishna is not just a divine
strategist but a leader whose actions raise moral
questions. This humanization of legendary figures

forces the reader to engage with mythology in a
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more nuanced manner, where gods and heroes are

not infallible ideals but complex individuals
navigating the dilemmas of life. By doing so,
Neelkanthan shifts the focus from blind veneration
to critical engagement, encouraging readers to see
mythology not as a set of rigid doctrines but as a

living tradition open to interpretation.

Anand Neelkanthan’s retextualization of mythology
is more than just a literary exercise—it is a radical
attempt to redefine the way we understand the past
and its impact on the present. His narratives push
of traditional

the boundaries storytelling by

questioning established hierarchies, exploring

alternative perspectives, and bringing forward
voices that have long been silenced. By
reinterpreting mythological texts through the lens
of Thistorical, social, realities,
Neelkanthan

commentaries on contemporary issues such as caste

and political
transforms them into powerful
dynamics, gender roles, governance, and moral
ambiguity. His works invite readers to challenge
inherited narratives, rethink cultural biases, and
engage with mythology as a dynamic, evolving
discourse rather than an unalterable set of truths.
By doing so, Neelkanthan ensures that these ancient
tales continue to hold meaning in the modern world,
bridging the past with the present in a way that is
both

transformative. His

intellectually stimulating and culturally

creative transformation of

mythology underscores the importance of
reexamining history with fresh eyes, proving that
even the oldest stories can be retold in ways that

illuminate new truths for each generation.

4. From Legends to Modernity in the Mythological
Fabric of Neelkanthan Perspectives
Anand Neelkanthan’s mythological narratives serve

as a bridge between the grandeur of ancient legends

and the dynamic concerns of modern society. His
approach is not one of mere retelling; rather, it is a
recontextualization of mythology that allows
ancient tales to resonate with contemporary

audiences. By deconstructing traditional

interpretations and offering alternative viewpoints,

he breathes new life into classical stories,
transforming them from rigid moralistic
frameworks into  fluid, thought-provoking

narratives that engage with history, culture, and
philosophy. His perspective on mythology is deeply
rooted in historical inquiry, socio-political analysis,
and a recognition of the evolving nature of
storytelling. Through his work, Neelkanthan
dismantles the singularity of dominant mythological
discourses, presenting them as multifaceted
constructs influenced by power, culture, and human
agency.

A defining aspect of Neelkanthan’s approach is his
emphasis on pluralism in mythology,
acknowledging that myths have always been subject
to reinterpretation across different regions,
communities, and traditions. Instead of adhering to
a single version of an epic, he draws from lesser-
known folk traditions, Jain and Buddhist accounts,
and regional retellings to construct a broader, more
inclusive understanding of mythology. This method
highlights the organic nature of myths as evolving
narratives that are shaped by time and context
rather than static, unquestionable truths. His work
suggests that mythology is a living, breathing entity,
continuously adapted to reflect the values and
aspirations of changing societies.

Another central theme in  Neelkanthan’s
mythological fabric is the interrogation of power
structures embedded in ancient legends. Traditional
epics often glorify hierarchical systems, divine rule,
and absolute morality, reinforcing the legitimacy of

social orders that have persisted for centuries.
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Neelkanthan’s reinterpretations challenge these
structures by exploring the perspectives of those
who exist on the periphery—those whose voices
have been silenced or overshadowed by dominant
narratives. His focus on these marginalized
perspectives offers a critical examination of themes
such as governance, justice, and the legitimacy of
power, encouraging readers to question historical
biases and recognize the multiple dimensions of
truth. By shifting the lens from celebrated figures to
the overlooked, he presents a more holistic
understanding of mythological events, portraying
them as deeply human struggles rather than divine
mandates.

Furthermore, Neelkanthan’s work critically engages
with the moral ambiguity inherent in mythological
narratives. Ancient legends are often framed in a
dichotomous manner, with clear distinctions
between good and evil, virtue and vice, dharma and
adharma. However, his storytelling reveals the
complexities of moral decision-making, illustrating
how these concepts are contingent upon context,
perspective, and interpretation. He dismantles the
notion of absolute

righteousness, presenting

characters as individuals shaped by their
circumstances rather than predetermined moral
archetypes. This exploration of ethical dilemmas
underscores the idea that mythology is not just a
prescriptive set of moral lessons but a reflective
space where human nature and existential struggles
can be examined in depth.

In addition to power and morality, Neelkanthan’s
mythological interpretations address the role of
gender in ancient narratives. Traditional retellings
often depict women in limited roles—either as
passive figures embodying virtue and sacrifice or as
disruptive forces challenging the status quo. His
approach seeks to redefine these portrayals by

granting female characters greater agency and

complexity. By highlighting the struggles, intellect,
and resilience of mythological women, he critiques
the patriarchal structures embedded in traditional
storytelling. His work thus aligns with broader
contemporary conversations about gender dynamics,
making mythology a relevant medium for discussing
social transformation.

Neelkanthan’s storytelling also engages with the
transition of mythology into modern consciousness,
examining how these ancient narratives continue to
shape contemporary identities, values, and
ideologies. His perspective suggests that mythology
is not simply an artifact of the past but a continuous
thread that influences political discourse, cultural
norms, and individual self-perception. By reframing
these stories in ways that resonate with modern
readers, he demonstrates how mythology functions
as a cultural and psychological foundation that
adapts to the needs of different eras. His
reinterpretations serve as a form of intellectual
engagement with history, urging readers to actively
participate in the process of myth-making rather
than passively consuming inherited narratives.
Ultimately, Neelkanthan’s mythological fabric is
one of dynamic reinterpretation, where ancient
stories are not merely preserved but are reshaped to
address contemporary concerns. His perspectives
encourage a critical engagement with mythology,
promoting a deeper understanding of the socio-
cultural forces that shape narratives across time. By
deconstructing rigid structures, interrogating moral
and political frameworks, and emphasizing
pluralistic traditions, he presents mythology as an
ever-evolving discourse rather than a static relic. In
doing so, he bridges the past and the present,
ensuring that the legends of antiquity continue to
find relevance in modernity, not as immutable
doctrines but as tools for intellectual inquiry and

cultural reflection.
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5. Conclusions

Anand Neelkanthan’s reinterpretation of mythology
underscores the idea that myths are not relics of the
past but dynamic, evolving narratives that continue
to shape cultural consciousness and individual
identity. Through his works, he challenges
traditional, rigid portrayals of legendary figures and
events, advocating for a more pluralistic, inclusive,
and critical engagement with ancient texts. His
retextualization of mythology serves as both an
artistic endeavour and a socio-political critique,
questioning historical biases, power hierarchies, and
moral absolutism. By reconstructing narratives from
those of the

alternative  viewpoints—often

marginalized, the vanquished, or the
misunderstood—Neelkanthan disrupts the
conventional hero-versus-villain framework and
instead presents mythology as a reflection of human
complexities, emotions, and ideological conflicts.

One of the most significant contributions of
Neelkanthan’s mythological reinterpretations is his
ability to deconstruct rigid binaries and offer
morally  ambiguous, yet deeply relatable,
characterizations. By dismantling the glorification
of one-dimensional heroes and the demonization of
supposed villains, he creates space for a more
nuanced understanding of human motives, fate, and
the fluid nature of dharma. His works suggest that
mythology should not be read as an unchanging
moral code but rather as an evolving dialogue—one
shifts,

transformations, and the changing perceptions of

that adapts to  cultural societal
justice and identity. This critical reexamination of
mythology allows readers to see these narratives not
as static stories of the past but as living frameworks
through which contemporary issues can be
understood and debated.

Furthermore, Neelkanthan’s exploration of power

structures within mythology serves as a reflection of

historical and modern governance systems, social
hierarchies, and justice mechanisms. His narratives
question the divine right of rulers, the legitimacy of
authority, and the socio-political implications of
war, justice, and policy decisions within epics. By
weaving together myth, history, and contemporary
discourse, he highlights how mythology has always
been a tool for reinforcing power dynamics but also
a space for challenging them. His works push
readers to reconsider the impact of dominant
narratives on modern-day governance, law, and
societal values, demonstrating that mythology
continues to shape mnational identity, cultural
ideologies, and moral reasoning.

Another crucial aspect of Neelkanthan’s
mythological retextualization is his emphasis on
gender dynamics. In retelling stories through the
perspectives of female characters who were
historically overlooked or confined to stereotypical
roles, he presents mythology as a space for
reclaiming lost voices. His portrayal of women in
myth challenges patriarchal structures and invites
discussions on autonomy, resilience, and justice. By
redefining female roles beyond their traditional
functions of sacrifice or subservience, he offers a
more balanced and inclusive interpretation of
mythology that aligns with contemporary
conversations on gender and equity.

Beyond literary narratives, Neelkanthan’s influence
extends to multimedia adaptations, where
mythology is further reimagined for contemporary
audiences through television, cinema, and digital
storytelling. His contribution to bringing these
ancient tales into modern consciousness through
various media formats reinforces the idea that
mythology is not confined to the written word or
religious discourse—it is a continually evolving
finds

intellectual, and

entity that relevance across artistic,

popular  platforms.  This
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adaptability ensures that mythology remains an

integral part of cultural identity, fostering
discussions that bridge historical narratives with
contemporary concerns.

In conclusion, Anand Neelkanthan’s perspectives on
mythology demonstrate that ancient legends are not
meant to be passively inherited but actively
questioned, reinterpreted, and adapted. His ability
to transform mythology into a thought-provoking
dialogue makes his works essential in reshaping
how myths are consumed, understood, and applied
in today’s world. Through critical inquiry, narrative
reimagination, and socio-political engagement, his
reinterpretations elevate mythology from sacred
texts to dynamic, evolving narratives that challenge,
inspire, and reflect the complexities of human
civilization. His works reinforce the idea that
mythology is not a monolithic truth but a mosaic of
perspectives—one that continues to grow, change,

and find new meaning in every era.
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