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Article Info Introduction : Water has an important role in this creation and it has
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Published : 12 April 2025 also at the time of de_struetlon. This paper focuses on the concept _of

waterdepicted in Vedic Literature. Vedas are the treasure of infinite
knowledge and science. Manu has said that VVedic science is admirable

Publication Issue : in all times and circumstances- “9d WAGEATIY HA T=q
March-April-2025 gfafareafa” | ' According to the Vedas, when there was no created
Volume 8, Issue 2 universe, the entire space was filled with inactive cosmic particles, in

which all activities were inherent. The ancient Hindu scriptures like
Page Number : 103-109 Vedas and Upanishads reveal the most scientific approach of our ancient

Vedic sages who possessed the highest knowledge, examined the five
gross elements in creation with their subtlest thinking power and
scientific approach, which also includes the water element. This paper
highlights water elements mentioned in the Vedic literature.
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Concept of Water Depicted in Vedic Literature: Starting from the Vedas, water
occupies an important role in literature like ItihAsas, PurA/as, and so on. Vedic sages

have called this entire universe as “HaHTIHZI ST and considered water to be the
reason for the entire creation. The creation originated from water only. When the Creator

God was alone, he thought —“T#Tsg &g 19" i.e. may | become many from one. In the
6"chapter of TatapathabrAhma/Ea, the sequence of the creation process has been

described-“HIsHTHAT ESIRE TS| FISATEIT & quIsaeadl d: AT eddr:
FAAGSTT| JIH CRISTHEH A= HAl oA igaaeragsial a4 /7 gt
gresreda’l ' That is, water first appeared in the entire creation. It is said in the
11"K A+ of TatapathabrAhma/Ea that “3T9T AT THY Aettadaa i, That is, the creator
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of the world, fulfilling his desire for creation, first created water. elaborating on this in
detail, Mahamahopadhyay Madhusudan Ojha in his book 'A;bhovAda’ —

gt T2 JTe: Taga Hat @4 T2 T A Tt |

TATSTOCHAATH TG ARAT AEec AT T H Y

It is also mentioned in VAyu PurAZa that God created water for the creation of
various subjects.

SEECRECCHEICARECIEIE RIS
T UF qHSIIGl AT dAHargsTq1Y

Manu has also described the same sequence in Manusm?iti as-

HIstoeT afiareeateagegfafaeT: I
T UF ST ATY A3 ATl |V

According to the opinion of Gopath BrAhmaZa, when God contemplated the
creation, he labored and did penance to fulfill it, due to which a stream of sweat (sweat)
flowed from his forehead.

ST e TEET Ao qed TG ¥ LA : JIF T Tredead |V

It is told in Aitareya BrAhma/Ea that the water which emerged from the sweat of
the original element in the form of soul, is prevalent in all the four worlds in four states
under four names. Their names are- A¢bha, Marichi, Bhara and Apa. Among these,
A¢bha is the water which. It is also spread in the upper regions of the solar system,
Maha'z, Jana¥z, Tapals, etc. worlds.The water that is prevalent in the space is in the form
of Marichi and the water that is involved in the creation and production of the earth is
Bhara, and the water that flows on the earth or comes out after digging the earth is
famous by the name ApaYz. Many states of water have been described in the Vedas, such
as-

3 T {3AT 3T 9T e AT AT iLeT 3q qrriediar:|
fexvaaurT FfFaTEaTT o frET: Sea =T gear gargiv

That is, the water which is full of its essential essence and the water situated in
space and on the ground, that pure water which has the color like vermillion is suitable
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for Sacrifices. May that water become beneficial and pleasant for us. In this mantra, three
types of water have been described - one is divine i.e. of the heavenly world (FFeTe),
the second is of the outer space and the third is of the water situated on the ground. In
Rigveda, in 49 Sukta of the seventh Mandal, sage VabiOOha has described three
divisions of terrestrial water (land-related):

IqT 9T 2T 3T AT Faleq G EAT 3T a7 AT SIS

HEETAT AT: LA TTAhTET 0T e g ATHaeqlX

May those divine waters which are obtained from the sky (through rain), which are
always moving in the rivers, which are dug out from the wells and which flow through
the sources themselves towards the sea, protect us. All these are different divisions of
existing water.

In BrAhma/Eas, UpaniOads, PurA/Eas etc., even though there is mention of water
in the beginning of the creation of the universe, but there this place is not water, but the
meaning of the word ‘Ap’ or 'A;bha' is a substance in the form of juice. This is said to be
the origin of Ap. The name ApaY: is prevalent everywhere in the universe. It is told in
Veda mantras that the moon runs inside Ap. Ap is present in the sun world and in the sun
also. Sun and fire are born in Apa¥ only. When Lord Surya comes in the sunrise, due to
his rays, Ap (water) leaves its place and moves away, but whenever the rays of the Sun
slow down in any region, Ap gathers there and gets condensed and becomes like gross
water. The form rains. The Vedic sages were very fond of the sea, rivers and Ponds. For
this reason, the ashrams and settlements of sages developed on the banks of rivers.
everywhere in Rigveda, water has been addressed as Apo DevatA in four hymns. Water
has been praised in its 16-23rd mantras of the twenty-third hymn of the first chapter of
the Rigveda, whose seer is MeghAtithi Ka&va. In the 47th and 49th Sukta of this
seventh Mandal, MantradraOtA Rishi VabiOOha has praised water in the form of God
'Apo'. Here in the 49th Sukta, the ocean has been considered the eldest among the water
bodies. Such as-

o N O\
HHISYET: HleTel& L HEATATAT Aecq [ TALTHTAT: |

Teal AT AT JUAT TLE qT AT <& 1148 ATl

The oceans in which JyeOOha is located, those water flows are always coming
from space. May the Water God, whose path has been paved by Lord Indra, protect us.

Description of many oceans is found in Rigveda itself. According to the second
and third mantras of Rigveda (3.33), two rivers named lutudri (Sutlej) and VipAba
(Vyas) fall into the sea like chariots. It was a prosperous RAjputAnA south of Punjab,
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extending to the south and east of the ArAvall Mountains. Even today, the salt water
lakes and salt beds in the womb of RAjputAnA indicate that once upon a time this region
was inundated by the waves of the sea.

It is known from the mantra of 36th Sukta of 10th Mandal of Rigveda that two seas
existed in the east and west of Punjab.

FTAEATAT ATAT: T@T AT @ toar i |
ST AHETATATT T 93 Iara<: |1

That is, Muni is a horse capable of traveling by air. They are companions of the
wind. The gods desire to have them. He resides in both the eastern and western
Oceanmention in two other mantras of Rig Veda (9. 33.6 and 10. 47.2). Such as-

T FHRCAQRISER T T [5aa: | 3 qaed 9g (oo |1

That is, Soma, bring to us the four oceans of wealth from all four directions and
also bring the limitless desires. Here the meaning of the four seas is the ownership of the
land consisting of the four Oceans. The second mantra is-

wawﬁw Y TR g7 LT

T 9 qraTeHER e o goer TR A i

That is, Indra, we know you to be a beautiful weapon and a beautiful protector, the
one with beautiful eyes, the one who fills the four oceans with water, the bearer of
wealth, the one who is repeatedly praised and the remover of sorrows. You give us
amazing wealth. In this way the Vedic Aryans had a monopoly on all water power and
resources. The Vedic Aryans were great devotees of rivers. They loved to live on the
banks of rivers. Description of many rivers has been mentioned in Rigveda.In Rigveda,

the words Tafewera: and TE&Eaa: have been used many times which means seven rivers.

TH | TN T ALEAd A% TAH F=aT T80T

ST Hogge faqeaarsiienta gOrT U 1XY

Even in Veda mantras, this divine water has been prayed to destroy the sins of
mind, speech and body.

SEHTT: T 98d Alcsh = g /i |
TZTeATHga g T5T AT Iargasl X
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In Maharishi Valmiki's GaEgA-Stotra, the Waterelement has been clearly described in a
single verse.

TETUE GUSTT AL SeTd e o Tad=|

n o o o o o
FAATRIETIA HeAh [N A TE@ e T|
ATNTS Fordl g aad=dq AL ATl
ATl QA AT caTad T 7 AT

May this divine river, breaking the universe, beautifying MahAdev matted hairs,
descending from heaven, colliding with the stones on Mount Sumeru, and meeting the
ocean, destroying all the sins of the earth, purify us all.

While describing the divine type of water, internal water, in Aitareya BrAhma/Ea,
it has been told that the Sun, which is called MArichi, is the internal force present in the
entire space, which is created by the mutual rubbing of the sun's rays, it is named
'YamunA'. are being given. Therefore, YamunA is also called Suryaputri because it
originates from the sun's rays. In Vedic literature, GaEgA is considered as divine water,
YamunA as internal water and the water of all other rivers is considered as terrestrial
water.

The name of the 75"Sukta of the tenth chapter of Rigveda is Nadisukta. It has
ninemantras in Jagati-chhand, and its sage is — Priyamedha son of Sindhukshit. In this
Sukta, names of many rivers full of water have been mentioned. In its fifth mantra, the
names of the rivers of the eastern bank of Indus are mentioned and in the sixth mantra,
the names of the rivers of Indus and its western border are mentioned. The names of
these rivers are found in Vedic literature - Anshumati, Anjasi, Anitabha, Asikni, ApayA,
Arjikiya, KubhA, Kulishi, Krumu, GaEgA, Gaumati, JAnhavi, Tristama, Drishdwati,
Parushni, Marubrudha, MehalU, YamunA, YavyavAti, RathsyA, RasA, Var/Eavatl,
VitastA, VipADA, Viball, Virapatni, ShifA, Shutudri, SvetyA, Sarayu, Saraswatl,
Sindhu, SudAmA, SuvAstu SuOomA, Susartu, and HariyUpiyA.

In Indian literature, the water of Ga,EgA has been called the water stream of the
upper universe. It is written in the PurA/Eas that GaEgA remained in ViOAupad,
livajatA etc. for thousands of years. It is said in ViOAupurAZa-

N N

AlHA e+ SIS SAGa Al I"I‘(I\Cil‘-l\l
EEENERIE IR T RGN R CH
T FEGAT TEAT: TOOTATHIL T |
fasfra fifemmat eSS v
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On the basis of their discovery, our sages and sages had considered GaEgA water
as supernatural divine water on the basis of its special properties. It is told in Bhisma
Parva of MahAbhArata that-

T e TraTee iy T
s AT e ==
AT UATHS T TEAT AT 2Ll
CATRA T TN g Aeaded:
AT TR 00 | g AEaH:|
ATETLATHTE Ta&T &<l Ta gl
T AYHGHTOTT AT T ||¥Vi
In the scriptures, the person who takes bath in GaEgA has been described in many
verses as the result of Abvamedha RAjasUya etc.

In this way the Vedic scriptures had come to know about the special importance of
water. Its importance has been acknowledged in the Vedic sentence by saying

“HIATIHT ST, The earth is called “TeHTaUl” because it originates from water.

Conclusion : In Conclusion, we can say that the glory of the nectar that nature has
created for our life in the form of water, since the Vedic period. We have had utmost
faith in all the sources of water.Due to the disappearance of those beliefs, we have
forgotten our sense of duty towards it and are getting trapped in the quagmire of
materialism by considering water as a chemical composition. it can be said that water
plays an important role in the quality of our life. this has further strengthened the status
of water for the old and new generations in the society.
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